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^ INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000319 



^S^^SSS^^ 13 b3Sed °" ^ intemati0na ' apP " Cat i0n " the la "^ e in which g ™ ^ed, unless 

' SSTuS iS , baS6d ° n ^ ansIati ? ns from ^ original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

Q publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

XX tT^nToma^ m&Xi0 f X aPPliCati ° n ' tWS rep ° rt is b3Sed °" (replacement sheets which have been 
%^l£Z^TZT£%r ° n imitaU ° n UHderArtiCle 14 a ' e referredt ° in <"* - "originalfy 
fx] 1116 international application as originally filed/furnished 
| | the description: 

as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



| | the claims: 



| | the drawings: 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



pages 
pages* 



pages* 



as originally filed/fiirnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing {specify): 

I I ^ table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

' ^nV e S h r b t 6n e f blished f 5 if < s ° me of > amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the SupS^?«Xle 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

I | the sequence listing (specify): 

I I anytable(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 


International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000319 


Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 




1. 


1 1 111 response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
| | restricted the claims. 
| | paid additional fees. 
| | paid additional fees under protest. 
I | neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 




2. 


[X] This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68 1 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 


3. 


This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is: 




| | complied with. 






fx] not complied with for the following reasons: 






Claims 1, 3 and 4 all relate to a closure for a compartment which can send information of either the status of 
the closure or of its contents. Whereas claim 3 is directed to a closure for a compartment in a bank of 
compartments. 


4. 


Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 




fx] all parts. 






| | the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/000319 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1 to 46. 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


lto46. 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1 to 46. 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Novelty (N) and Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1 to 46. 

The claims as presently defined are directed to a closure for a compartment, the closure being associated with at 
least one fastener. The fastener can cause the closure to assume a first position and a second position upon 
receipt of a suitable signal, (the positions being an open and closed state). The claims are further qualified by 
their special technical features: claim 1 the closure includes an indicium, claim 2 the fastener can communicate 
information to a remote device, claim 3 the compartment forms an array with other compartments having similar 
fasteners and the fastener is addressable and claim 4 where the special features of claim 1 and 4 are both 
included. 

No individual citation or obvious combination of citations discloses these features. The closest art may be seen in 
the following documents JP 11018916 A, JP 2002034772 A, CA 2098973 A, JP 2002017554 A, JP 10257960 A, 
JP 0801 1984 A, JP 08093287 A , JP 09317278 A, EP 389313 B, WO 1997/41542 A, FR 2687298 A and FR 
2563987 A. 

Industrial Applicability (IA) Claims 1 to 46. 

All claims are considered to be industrially applicable. 
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